NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT COMPLIANCE CHECKLIST

FOR WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PROJECTS at BPA 
 Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program

EIGHT-STEP PLANNING PROCESS FOR WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PROJECTS
Water Transactions Only

	PROJECT NAME:
	     

	

	BPA PROJECT NUMBER:
	2002-013-01
	LOCATION OF PROJECT:
	     

	

	QLE:
	Organization:
	     

	
	Primary Contact:
	     

	
	Address:
	     

	
	Phone:
	     


	BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT, INCLUDING NAME OF STREAM AND WATER RATE/DUTY:

	     


 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
THIS PROJECT ONLY INCLUDES ACTIONS DESCRIBED IN 4.18 



(Purchase/Negotiate Water Right) and/or 4.19 (File for Instream Water Right) in Appendix A of the Watershed Management Program Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

	IF NO, STOP!  AN ALTERNATIVE NEPA PROCESS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT.  PLEASE CONTACT RICK YARDE, 503.230.3769 OR RRYARDE@BPA.GOV FOR MORE INFORMATION.


	


The following checklist provides documentation for compliance with the environmental requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other environmental laws 

and regulations.  The checklist also follows procedures established by the Watershed Management Program Final EIS and its corresponding Record of Decision (ROD).  BPA staff will use this checklist to prepare the supplemental analysis required by the EIS and ROD.

BPA-funded projects must follow the eight-step planning process found in the ROD.  (Using the checklist during your planning process and completing it as you proceed will ensure your project fulfills the required steps.)  The planning process should be interactive and flexible; the steps may occur out of sequence or simultaneously, and the results of one step may require you to re-evaluate earlier steps.  BPA can assist you with surveys for cultural resources, threatened and endangered species, and hazardous wastes, although you may have to pay for contractor services, if needed, from your project funds.

Please read and address all of the criteria.  Each criterion is preceded by a drop down box, allowing you to select X if it applies, and explain or reference how your project meets the criterion; or, select N/A if it does not apply, and explain why it doesn't apply to your project.  If you have questions or need help filling out this checklist, please contact Rick Yarde, Environmental Protection Specialist, at 503-230-3769, e-mail rryarde@bpa.gov; or Nancy Weintraub at 503-230-5373, e-mail nhweintraub@bpa.gov.  Upon completion of the checklist, please sign
 and date it on the designated lines.  The completed checklist can be returned via e-mal.  However, we need a faxed or hard copy of the last page with your signature. 

1. DEFINE THE AREA OF CONCERN/INTEREST
In completing this step, the project proponent(s) have considered the following:

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
A.
Protection of aquatic systems and other water uses.  List water resources agencies you have coordinated with and the result: 

	     


2. INVOLVE STAKEHOLDERS 

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
A.
Develop an effective public involvement program.  Consider how to inform people about your project and solicit their comments, both early and throughout the planning process. Consider mailings, public notices, public meetings and workshops, Internet postings, radio advertisements, and stories or ads in the local newspaper.

	Describe program, list contacts made and/or methods of contact (i.e. newsletter, public meeting):

	     


3. CHARACTERIZE THE HISTORICAL AND PRESENT SITE CONDITIONS AND TRENDS

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
Establish baseline information for aquatic habitat and species against which change can be measured (related to the “measurable aquatic habitat objective” standard included in Step 5).  

	Reference:

	     


4. ESTABLISH PROJECT GOALS

Include these project goals, established by the Council:

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
Protect and improve a variety of fish habitats, including spawning beds, overwintering and rearing areas, resting pools, and protective cover, especially high-quality native or other habitat for species of special concern (whether present at the project site or not), including endangered, threatened, or sensitive species;

	     


 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
Develop riparian habitat that could benefit water quality, fish, and wildlife;

	     


 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
Protect and improve natural ecosystems and species diversity over the long term;

	     


 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
Develop habitat that complements the activities of the region's tribes, state and federal fish, wildlife, and water resource agencies, and private landowners; and

	     


 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
Achieve a future condition that is self-sustaining after initial improvements have been completed.

	     


5. DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT AN ACTION PLAN FOR ACHIEVING THE GOALS

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
A.
The plan is consistent with tribal legal rights and tribal interests are addressed. 

	Reference:

	     

	
	
	


 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
B.
The proposed project involves only the acquisition of water rights and / or transfer of water rights to instream flow.  Water rights proposals under this program are permitted through programmatic consultation between BPA and NOAA Fisheries and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  If the proposed project includes any related actions with the potential to affect listed species, including irrigation system improvements, instream work, or any ground-disturbing activities, contact Rick Yarde at BPA for further information (contact information available on page 1).  

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
C.
If the water transaction involves creating a new interbasin transfer or changing an existing interbasin transfer, ensure that the project does not shift problems to another watershed or portion of a watershed. 

	Reference:

	     


6. MONITOR CONDITIONS AND EVALUATE RESULTS

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
A.
Establish performance standards and a plan for monitoring success in achieving the project goals outlined in Step 5.

	     


 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
B.
File as-implemented and 1-year monitoring reports with BPA’s Watershed Management Program.

	Date first report due:
	     


7. ADAPT MANAGEMENT ACCORDING TO NEW INFORMATION 

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
Use information from monitoring to report to the regional entity, in order to guide annual management priorities and activity planning.

	Explain:

	     


ASSURANCES

 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
To the best of my knowledge, the project does not violate any applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health.

As a duly authorized representative of the grantee, I certify that the information provided above was duly researched, is true to the best of my knowledge, and is provided in good faith.

	
	
	     

	SIGNATURE

	
	DATE

	     
	
	

	NAME
	
	

	     
	
	

	TITLE
	
	


� Do NOT sign it electronically; we must have a faxed or hard copy of the last page with your signature


�A HARD COPY OF YOUR SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED (Electronic signatures will not be accepted)  
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